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Atomic Structure Guided Practice Problems Ans: A Complete Study Guide

When it comes to mastering the fundamentals of chemistry, a firm grasp of atomic structure is essential. Whether

you’re a high �school student tackling the periodic table for the first time or a college freshman preparing for

advanced coursework, guided practice problems with clear answers can make the difference between confusion

and confidence. This article offers an in �depth look at the key concepts of atomic structure, followed by a curated

selection of practice problems and their solutions. By the end, you’ll have a solid foundation to tackle exams,

quizzes, and real �world applications.

1. Understanding Atomic Structure

Atoms are the basic building blocks of matter. Each atom consists of a nucleus surrounded by a cloud of electrons.

The nucleus contains protons and neutrons, while electrons occupy energy levels or orbitals around the nucleus.

Understanding these components and how they interact is crucial for predicting chemical behavior.

1.1 Protons, Neutrons, and Electrons

•  Protons carry a positive charge and determine the element’s identity.

•  Neutrons are neutral; variations in neutron number give rise to isotopes.

•  Electrons are negatively charged and reside in electron shells.

1.2 Atomic Number and Mass Number

The atomic number (Z) is the count of protons in the nucleus. It uniquely identifies the element. The mass 

number (A) is the sum of protons and neutrons:

A = Z + N, where N is the neutron count.

1.3 Isotopes and Isobars

•  Isotopes share the same atomic number but differ in mass number.

•  Isobars have the same mass number but different atomic numbers.

1.4 Electron Configuration

Electrons fill orbitals in a predictable order described by the Aufbau principle, Pauli exclusion principle, and Hund’s 

rule. The general sequence for filling subshells is: 1s, 2s, 2p, 3s, 3p, 4s, 3d, 4p, 5s, 4d, 5p, 6s, 4f, 5d, 6p, 7s, 5f, 6d,

7p.

1.5 Periodic Trends

•  Atomic radius generally increases down a group and decreases across a period.

•  Ionization energy and electronegativity follow similar patterns.

2. Key Concepts for Practice

Before diving into practice problems, it’s helpful to review a few essential concepts that frequently appear in

questions.



2.1 Calculating Mass of an Isotope

Use the mass number and the atomic mass unit (amu) to find the mass of a specific isotope.

2.2 Determining Electron Configuration

Write the configuration by filling subshells in order, noting the number of electrons in each shell.

2.3 Identifying Isotopes and Isobars

Compare atomic and mass numbers to classify whether two nuclei are isotopes, isobars, or neither.

2.4 Using the Periodic Table

Locate elements, groups, and periods to infer properties such as metallic character and valency.

3. Guided Practice Problems Ans

Below are ten carefully selected practice problems that cover a range of atomic structure topics. Each problem is

followed by a detailed answer, making this section an ideal study companion.

Problem 1: Identify the Element

Given the atomic number 26, what is the element?

1.  Iron (Fe)

2.  Nickel (Ni)

3.  Cobalt (Co)

4.  Chromium (Cr)

Fe (Iron) has an atomic number of 26.

Problem 2: Calculate the Mass Number

An atom has 12 protons and 14 neutrons. What is its mass number?

Answer: The mass number is 12 + 14 = 26.

Problem 3: Write the Electron Configuration

Write the ground �state electron configuration for the element with atomic number 18.

Problem 4: Determine Isotopes

Which of the following pairs are isotopes of the same element?

•  Carbon �12 (12C) and Nitrogen �12 (12N)

•  Oxygen �16 (16O) and Oxygen �18 (18O)

•  Helium �3 (3He) and Lithium �3 (3Li)

•  Neon �20 (20Ne) and Neon �21 (21Ne)

Problem 5: Identify Isobars

Which pair of nuclei are isobars?

•  Carbon �14 (14C) and Oxygen �14 (14O)

•  Fluorine �19 (19F) and Chlorine �19 (19Cl)

•  Boron �10 (10B) and Nitrogen �10 (10N)

•  Neon �20 (20Ne) and Sodium �20 (20Na)

Problem 6: Predict Atomic Radius



Which element is likely to have the larger atomic radius: Potassium (K) or Calcium (Ca)?

Problem 7: Ionization Energy Trend

Rank the following elements from highest to lowest first ionization energy: Oxygen (O), Nitrogen (N), Fluorine (F), 

Neon (Ne).

Problem 8: Determine the Number of Electrons in the Third Shell

How many electrons occupy the third electron shell of a neutral sodium atom (Na)?

Problem 9: Calculate the Atomic Mass of an Isotope

If the mass of a single 14C atom is 14.0031 u, what is the mass of 1 mole of 14C atoms?

Problem 10: Identify the Subshell

Which subshell holds the 15th electron in the ground state of an atom?

4. Study Tips for Atomic Structure

Mastering atomic structure requires a blend of memorization and conceptual understanding. Here are some

strategies to help you succeed:

•  Use Flashcards – Create cards for element symbols, atomic numbers, and key properties.

•  Draw the Periodic Table – Visual representation helps reinforce trends and relationships.

•  Practice Regularly – Consistent, short study sessions are more effective than cramming.

•  Teach Someone Else – Explaining concepts to a peer solidifies your own understanding.

•  Apply Real �World Contexts – Relate atomic concepts to everyday phenomena, such as radioactivity or battery 

chemistry.

5. Frequently Asked Questions

5.1 Why Do Isotopes Have Different Masses?

Isotopes differ in the number of neutrons. Since neutrons contribute to mass, variations in neutron count lead to

different mass numbers.

5.2 How Does Electron Configuration Affect Chemical Behavior?

Electrons in the outermost shell determine how an atom interacts with others—whether it tends to gain, lose, or

share electrons.

5.3 Can an Element Have More Than One Atomic Number?

No. The atomic number is unique to each element and remains constant.

Conclusion

Atomic structure forms the backbone of chemistry. By understanding protons, neutrons, electrons, and how they

combine to create atoms, you unlock the ability to predict chemical properties and reactions. The guided practice

problems and answers provided in this article are designed to reinforce your learning and build confidence. Pair

these exercises with the study techniques outlined above, and you’ll be well �equipped to tackle any question on

atomic structure—whether it appears in a textbook, a quiz, or an exam.

Keep practicing, stay curious, and let the periodic table be your roadmap to the wonders of the microscopic world.
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