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Answers to AP Calculus Test A Pearson: A Complete Guide

Every high �school senior who wants to earn college credit, boost their GPA, or impress admissions officers knows

that the Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus AB exam can be a game changer. Among the many resources out

there, Pearson’s AP Calculus Test A is a popular choice for students looking for a realistic practice experience. This

article offers a deep dive into the structure, content, and strategies for mastering the Pearson AP Calculus Test A.

By the end, you’ll have a clear roadmap to tackle the test, improve your confidence, and score higher than ever

before.

What is the Pearson AP Calculus Test A?

The Pearson AP Calculus Test A is an official practice exam created by Pearson, the publisher of the College

Board’s AP Calculus AB curriculum. It mirrors the real exam in format, difficulty, and timing, providing students with

a reliable way to assess their readiness. The test includes both multiple �choice and free �response sections, exactly

as the actual AP exam does. Pearson’s version is often used by teachers, tutors, and students as a benchmark for

progress, so understanding its nuances is essential.

Why Choose Pearson Over Other Practice Tests?

There are many practice tests available online, but Pearson’s version stands out for several reasons:

•  Authenticity: The questions are drawn from the same pool that the College Board uses, ensuring the content 

is representative of the real exam.

•  Detailed Feedback: Pearson provides comprehensive answer keys and explanations, helping students 

understand the reasoning behind each correct answer.

•  Scoring Simulation: The test emulates the actual scoring rubric, giving students an accurate estimate of their 

potential AP score.

•  Accessibility: It can be taken online or printed, making it convenient for classroom or home study sessions.

Exam Format and Structure

Understanding the structure of the Pearson AP Calculus Test A is the first step toward success. The test is divided

into two main sections: the Multiple �Choice section and the Free �Response section. Each part tests distinct skills and

requires different approaches.

Multiple �Choice Section

The multiple �choice portion consists of 45 questions that must be answered in 70 minutes. Students are given a list

of possible answers for each question and must select the best one. The key skills tested include:

•  Conceptual understanding of limits, derivatives, integrals, and series.

•  Application of the chain rule, product rule, and quotient rule.

•  Ability to interpret and analyze graphs of functions.

•  Use of the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus.

Free �Response Section



The free �response section contains 5 questions that must be answered in 55 minutes. These questions require

students to write full solutions, including explanations, equations, and diagrams. The free �response part tests:

•  Problem �solving skills in real �world contexts.

•  Clear mathematical communication.

•  Application of multiple concepts in a single problem.

•  Use of calculus to model and analyze data.

Both sections are weighted equally in the final score, so proficiency in each is essential.

Understanding Pearson’s AP Calculus Test A

While Pearson’s test is a faithful representation of the AP exam, it also has unique characteristics that students

should be aware of. These include the question difficulty distribution, the presence of “trap” questions, and the

scoring rubric for free �response items.

Question Difficulty Distribution

The test is designed to have a mix of easy, moderate, and challenging questions. Students should expect:

•  ~10% of the multiple �choice questions to be straightforward recall.

•  ~50% to require application of formulas and basic reasoning.

•  ~40% to involve higher �order thinking and multi �step solutions.

In the free �response section, the difficulty is spread more evenly, with two questions being relatively simple and the

remaining three requiring deeper analysis.

Trap Questions

Some questions are intentionally designed to mislead students who rely on rote memorization. For example, a

derivative question might present a function with a piecewise definition, and the answer choices will include both

the correct derivative and common mistakes such as forgetting the chain rule. Recognizing these traps and

double �checking your work is vital.

Scoring Rubric for Free �Response Items

Pearson follows the College Board’s scoring rubric, which allocates points based on:

•  Correctness of the final answer.

•  Clarity of the solution process.

•  Use of appropriate terminology and notation.

•  Completeness of the explanation.

Students who focus on both the answer and the presentation will maximize their score.

Key Topics Covered in the Test

To prepare effectively, students must master the core topics that Pearson’s AP Calculus Test A emphasizes. Below

is a concise review of each topic, along with common pitfalls.

Limits and Continuity

Students should be comfortable evaluating limits analytically and graphically. Pay attention to:

•  Limits at infinity and asymptotic behavior.

•  One �sided limits and discontinuities.



•  Use of L’Hôpital’s Rule for indeterminate forms.

Derivatives

Derivatives are the backbone of calculus. Focus on:

•  Power, product, quotient, and chain rules.

•  Derivatives of inverse trigonometric functions.

•  Implicit differentiation for functions defined implicitly.

Applications of Derivatives

These include optimization problems, related rates, and curve sketching. Key skills:

•  Finding critical points and determining local extrema.

•  Interpreting the second derivative test.

•  Understanding concavity and inflection points.

Integrals

Students need to be proficient in both definite and indefinite integrals. Focus on:

•  Basic antiderivatives and substitution.

•  Integration by parts.

•  Area, volume, and arc length calculations.

The Fundamental Theorem of Calculus

Understanding the link between differentiation and integration is crucial. Practice applying the theorem to compute

definite integrals quickly.

Sequences and Series

While the AB exam covers only basic series concepts, they often appear in free �response problems. Focus on:

•  Geometric series and convergence tests.

•  Power series expansions for elementary functions.

Common Mistakes on the Pearson AP Calculus Test A

Even seasoned calculus students can fall into traps. Recognizing these common errors can save time and improve

accuracy.

1.  Misapplying the Chain Rule: Forgetting to differentiate the inner function.

2.  Incorrect Limits of Integration: Swapping the lower and upper bounds.

3.  Forgetting to Simplify: Leaving unnecessary terms in the final answer.

4.  Overlooking Domain Restrictions: Ignoring points where the function is undefined.

5.  Misreading Graphs: Assuming a graph is continuous when it has a jump discontinuity.

Answering Strategies for the Multiple �Choice Section

Efficiently tackling the multiple �choice questions is key to maximizing your score. Here are proven tactics:

Read the Question Carefully

Take a moment to understand what is being asked before scanning the answer choices. This reduces the risk of

selecting an answer that seems correct but does not address the question’s nuance.

Eliminate Wrong Choices



Use the “elimination” method to narrow down options. Even if you’re not certain of the correct answer, you can often

remove at least two choices, increasing your odds.

Check for Units and Dimensions

For questions involving physical quantities, verify that the units match. A mismatch often indicates a wrong answer.

Use Back �Calculations

When uncertain, plug the answer choices back into the original problem. The correct answer will satisfy the

equation or inequality.

Time Management

Allocate roughly 1.5 minutes per question. If you’re stuck, move on and return if time permits.

Answering Strategies for the Free �Response Section

Free �response questions demand clear reasoning and precise notation. Here’s how to approach them:

Plan Before Writing

Spend a minute outlining your solution. Identify the steps, theorems, and formulas you’ll use.

Show All Work

Partial credit is awarded for correct reasoning, even if the final answer is slightly off. Write clean, labeled equations.

Use Diagrams When Needed

Graphical representations can clarify the problem and demonstrate understanding.

Check Units and Dimensions

Make sure the final answer’s units are consistent with the question’s context.

Proofread Quickly

Leave a few minutes at the end to review for arithmetic errors or miswritten symbols.

Sample Questions and Answers

Below are representative examples of the types of questions you’ll encounter on the Pearson AP Calculus Test A,

along with concise explanations of the correct answers.

Multiple �Choice Example

Question: Evaluate the limit: lim<sub>x!’0</sub> (sin 5x)/(5x).

•  A) 1

•  B) 5

•  C) 0

•  D) Undefined

Answer: A) 1

Explanation: Using the standard limit limx!’0 (sin x)/x = 1, substitute 5x for x. The 5 in the denominator cancels with

the 5 inside the sine, leaving 1.

Free �Response Example



Question: A particle moves along a line with position function s(t) = t³ "� 6t² + 9t + 2.Find the times when the particle

changes direction and determine whether the particle is moving forward or backward at those times.

Solution Outline:

1.  Compute velocity: v(t) = s'(t) = 3t² "� 12t + 9.

2.  Set velocity to zero: 3t² "� 12t + 9 = 0 !’ t² "� 4t + 3 = 0 !’ (t "� 1)(t "� 3) = 0. So t = 1 and t = 3.
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