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All the Kremlin Men Inside the Court of Vladimir Putin: An In �Depth Look

The phrase “the court of Vladimir Putin” evokes images of a grand, gilded hall where the President’s most trusted

advisors and power brokers gather to shape Russia’s destiny. In reality, this “court” is a complex web of officials,

ministers, security chiefs, and business magnates who wield influence behind the scenes. Understanding who

these men are, their roles, and how they interact with the Kremlin’s machinery is essential for anyone seeking to

grasp the nuances of Russian governance.

What Does “Court” Mean in the Russian Context?

Unlike the ceremonial courts of Europe, the Russian “court” refers to the inner circle of political, economic, and

security elites who sit directly in the President’s personal orbit. They are not literally seated in a courtroom; rather,

they occupy key positions in the Presidential Administration, the State Council, and the Security Council, and they

have direct access to Vladimir Putin. Their influence permeates policy decisions, appointments, and the allocation

of state resources.

The Core Pillars of the Kremlin’s Power Structure

Presidential Administration (Presidential Executive Office)

At the heart of the Kremlin is the Presidential Administration, a body that translates the President’s directives into

actionable policies. The head of the Administration, usually a trusted confidante, coordinates between ministries,

manages the President’s schedule, and ensures that the executive agenda proceeds without friction.

State Council of the Russian Federation

Established in 2004, the State Council is a consultative body that brings together heads of federal ministries, heads

of federal agencies, and other senior officials. It serves as a forum for discussing national priorities and drafting

legislation. Members of the State Council often have a direct line to Putin, making it a key arena for policy

negotiation.

Security Council

The Security Council is the primary advisory body on matters of national security and foreign policy. Its members

include the Minister of Defence, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Minister of the Interior, and heads of the FSB

and GRU. The Council’s deliberations shape Russia’s military strategy, intelligence operations, and diplomatic

initiatives.

Federal Agencies and Ministries

Each federal ministry—Economy, Energy, Finance, Defence, Foreign Affairs, etc.—has its own hierarchy of

ministers and deputy ministers. These officials report directly to the President and often collaborate closely with the

Administration and the Council bodies.

Key Figures: The Men Who Shape Russia’s Policies



Below is a detailed look at some of the most influential men inside Putin’s court, their backgrounds, and their

impact on the Kremlin’s agenda.

Dmitry Peskov – Press Secretary and Public Face of the Kremlin

•  Background: Former journalist, joined the Kremlin in 2000.

•  Role: Controls the flow of information, shapes public messaging, and serves as the primary spokesperson for 

the President.

•  Influence: Peskov’s statements often set the tone for Kremlin policy, and he acts as a gatekeeper for media 

access.

Sergei Lavrov – Minister of Foreign Affairs

•  Background: Career diplomat, served in various diplomatic posts since the 1980s.

•  Role: Leads Russia’s foreign policy, negotiates treaties, and represents Russia on the global stage.

•  Influence: Lavrov is a key figure in shaping Russia’s stance on international conflicts, sanctions, and 

diplomatic relations.

Sergey Shoigu – Minister of Defence

•  Background: Former KGB officer, rose through the military ranks.

•  Role: Oversees the Russian Armed Forces, strategic weapons programs, and military procurement.

•  Influence: Shoigu’s decisions impact Russia’s military readiness and its strategic posture in Europe and the 

Middle East.

Igor Sechin – Chairman of Rosneft and Close Putin Ally

•  Background: Former KGB officer, became a leading figure in Russia’s energy sector.

•  Role: Heads Rosneft, Russia’s largest oil company, and wields significant economic power.

•  Influence: Sechin’s influence extends beyond oil; he is known for his loyalty to Putin and involvement in key 

economic decisions.

Alexei Kudrin – Former Minister of Finance

•  Background: Economist, served as Finance Minister from 2007 to 2018.

•  Role: Managed Russia’s fiscal policy, banking sector reforms, and economic strategy.

•  Influence: Kudrin’s policies helped stabilize the Russian economy during the 2008 crisis and shaped 

subsequent economic reforms.

Alexander Novak – Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Development

•  Background: Former Deputy Prime Minister, experienced in economic policy.

•  Role: Oversees economic development, industrial policy, and regional economic initiatives.

•  Influence: Novak’s work focuses on diversifying Russia’s economy and reducing dependency on 

hydrocarbons.

Alexander Dugin – Ideologue and Strategic Thinker

•  Background: Political scientist, known for his Eurasianist ideology.

•  Role: Provides intellectual justification for Russia’s foreign policy and expansionist goals.

•  Influence: Dugin’s ideas have influenced the Kremlin’s approach to the Baltics, Ukraine, and broader Eurasian 

geopolitics.

Valery Gerasimov – Chief of the General Staff

•  Background: Career military officer, rose to the highest rank in the Russian Army.

•  Role: Responsible for operational command of the Armed Forces.

•  Influence: Gerasimov’s strategic doctrines shape Russia’s military operations and force structure.



How the Men Inside Putin’s Court Shape Policy

Decision �Making Process

Policy formulation in the Kremlin typically follows a multi �stage process:

1.  Proposal Stage: A minister or agency drafts a policy proposal.

2.  Review Stage: The proposal is reviewed by the Presidential Administration and relevant Council members.

3.  Approval Stage: The President signs the proposal, often after consultations with key advisors.

4.  Implementation Stage: Ministries and agencies execute the policy, with oversight from the Administration.

Throughout this cycle, the men inside the court provide strategic advice, negotiate compromises, and ensure

alignment with Putin’s vision.

Influence on Foreign Policy

Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov and Defence Minister Sergey Shoigu play pivotal roles in shaping Russia’s

diplomatic stance and military posture. The Security Council’s deliberations on sanctions, cyber operations, and

military interventions are often driven by these senior figures. Ideologues like Alexander Dugin further influence the

narrative, providing ideological justification for actions such as the annexation of Crimea and the support of

separatists in Eastern Ukraine.

Economic Levers

Finance Minister Alexei Kudrin and Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak steer Russia’s economic policy. They

manage state budgets, tax reforms, and industrial development programs. Energy magnates like Igor Sechin,

through Rosneft, control a significant portion of state revenue, giving them leverage over economic priorities.

Media and Public Perception

Press Secretary Dmitry Peskov orchestrates the Kremlin’s communication strategy. By controlling the narrative in

state media and influencing independent outlets, he shapes public perception of the Kremlin’s actions. This control

over information is a critical tool in maintaining political legitimacy.

Networks and Patronage: How Power Is Distributed

The Kremlin’s power structure is built on a web of patronage, loyalty, and mutual interests. Many of the men inside

the court share a common background: most are former KGB or military officers, or they have long-standing ties to

the Soviet era. These shared experiences foster a sense of trust and cohesion, which is vital for decision �making in

a system where formal institutions are often secondary to personal relationships.

•  Loyalty to Putin: The most critical factor for any Kremlin official is unwavering loyalty to the President.

•  Patronage Networks: Senior officials often sponsor junior colleagues, ensuring that loyalty is reciprocated.

•  Shared Ideology: Many men inside the court adhere to a nationalist worldview that emphasizes Russia’s 

global role and its perceived Western threat.

Recent Developments: 2023 �2024 Updates

In the past year, several shifts have occurred within the Kremlin’s inner circle:

•  Reshuffling of Ministries: Several ministers were replaced or reassigned, signaling a possible shift in policy 

focus.

•  Increased Focus on Cybersecurity: The Kremlin has intensified its cyber operations, with new appointments in 

the FSB and GRU.



•  Economic Diversification Efforts: Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak announced new initiatives to reduce 

Russia’s dependence on oil and gas exports.

•  Enhanced Role for Ideologues: Alexander Dugin’s influence appears to be growing, as his Eurasianist ideas 

are increasingly reflected in policy documents.

Conclusion: The Dynamics of Power Inside Putin’s Court

The men inside Vladimir Putin’s court form a tightly knit group that controls every facet of Russian governance.

From foreign policy and military strategy to economic reform and media control, these individuals shape the

country’s trajectory. Their shared histories, loyalty to the President, and mutual patronage networks create a

resilient power structure that can adapt to internal and external challenges.

Understanding this inner circle is essential for anyone studying Russian politics, as it provides insight into how

decisions are made, how policies are executed, and how Russia positions itself on the global stage. While the

public may see only the President’s speeches and official statements, the real engine of power lies within the

corridors of the Kremlin, where a handful of seasoned men steer the nation’s fate.
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