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Introduction

When you think of Italian automotive heritage, names like Ferrari, Lamborghini, and Maserati often come to mind.

Yet, hidden within Italy’s storied car �making landscape is a more understated yet equally spirited vehicle: the Alfa

Romeo 159. Launched in 2005 as a successor to the 156, the 159 was offered in a range of trim levels, with the

Turbocharged I4 (TBI) variant standing out for its blend of performance, efficiency, and unmistakable Alfa styling. In

this comprehensive guide, we’ll dive deep into the Alfa Romeo 159 TBI, exploring its technical heart, interior

comforts, exterior design, safety features, and the real �world ownership experience. Whether you’re a prospective

buyer, a current owner, or simply an automotive enthusiast, this article will equip you with everything you need to

know about this iconic Italian sedan.

What Is the Alfa Romeo 159 TBI?

The Alfa Romeo 159 TBI (Turbocharged I4) is a mid �size luxury sedan that combines Italian flair with practical

performance. Equipped with a 1.9 �liter turbocharged inline �four engine, the TBI variant delivers a punch of power

while maintaining respectable fuel economy. Introduced as part of the 159’s 2005 launch, the TBI model quickly

earned a reputation for its distinctive sound, responsive handling, and refined interior—qualities that are hallmarks

of the Alfa Romeo brand.

Technical Specifications

•  Engine: 1.9L I4 Turbocharged (TBI)

•  Power: 155 hp (115 kW) at 5,000 rpm

•  Torque: 250 Nm (184 lb �ft) at 1,500–3,000 rpm

•  Transmission: 6 �speed manual or optional 6 �speed automatic (ZF)

•  Top Speed: 200 km/h (124 mph)

•  0 �100 km/h: 8.5 seconds (manual)

•  Fuel Tank: 60 liters

•  Dimensions: Length 4,740 mm, Width 1,795 mm, Height 1,440 mm

•  Wheelbase: 2,800 mm

•  Weight: 1,530 kg (manual), 1,590 kg (automatic)

Engine and Performance

Turbocharged I4 Engine

The heart of the Alfa Romeo 159 TBI is its 1.9 �liter turbocharged inline �four. The engine’s compact design belies its

dynamic capabilities. By forcing air into the combustion chamber, the turbocharger boosts power output while

keeping the engine’s displacement modest. This results in a balanced blend of spirited acceleration and efficient

fuel consumption, making the TBI a practical yet exhilarating choice for daily driving.

Transmission Options

Owners can choose between a 6 �speed manual gearbox, which appeals to driving purists, or an optional 6 �speed



automatic (ZF) that offers smooth shifts and enhanced convenience, especially in urban traffic. The manual

transmission provides a more engaging driving experience, allowing the driver to feel the engine’s torque curve

directly, while the automatic option is praised for its refined shift points and low fuel consumption.

Interior Features and Comfort

Design and Materials

The 159 TBI’s cabin showcases Alfa Romeo’s signature design ethos: clean lines, a prominent center console, and

a driver �centric layout. Premium materials such as soft-touch plastics, leather upholstery, and aluminum accents

give the interior a luxurious feel. The front seats are ergonomically designed, offering excellent support during

spirited drives and long commutes alike.

Technology and Infotainment

Equipped with a 7 �inch touchscreen display, the TBI variant offers navigation, Bluetooth connectivity, and a premium

audio system. The optional Bose sound system delivers crystal �clear music, while the integrated navigation system

ensures you’re always on the right path. Keyless entry and push �button start add a modern convenience that

complements the car’s stylish interior.

Exterior Styling and Design

The Alfa Romeo 159 TBI’s exterior exudes understated elegance. The front fascia features a distinctive grille, sharp

LED headlights, and a sculpted hood that hints at the power beneath. The side profile is defined by flowing lines

that culminate in a sleek rear spoiler, giving the sedan a subtle athletic stance. The 17 �inch alloy wheels, paired with

low �profile tires, not only enhance grip but also reinforce the vehicle’s dynamic presence.

Safety Features

Safety is paramount in the 159 TBI, with a suite of features designed to protect both driver and passengers.

Standard equipment includes ABS, electronic stability control, traction control, and dual front airbags. Optional

safety enhancements such as a rearview camera, lane �departure warning, and adaptive cruise control further

elevate the vehicle’s safety profile. The car’s robust chassis and reinforced body panels provide additional

protection in the event of a collision.

Ownership Experience

Maintenance and Reliability

Owners of the Alfa Romeo 159 TBI often praise its reliability, especially when the vehicle is serviced regularly.

Routine maintenance typically includes oil changes, filter replacements, and brake inspections. While the

turbocharged engine demands careful attention to keep the turbocharger and intercooler in top condition, most

owners report minimal major repairs over the first 100,000 kilometers.

Fuel Economy

One of the most appealing aspects of the TBI variant is its fuel efficiency. On average, the 159 TBI achieves around

6.5 liters per 100 kilometers (approx. 36 miles per gallon) in combined city/highway driving, making it a cost �effective

choice for commuters and long �distance travelers alike.

Resale Value

Although the Alfa Romeo 159 was produced between 2005 and 2011, its unique blend of performance and luxury



keeps it desirable on the used �car market. Depreciation curves show that well �maintained TBI models can retain

30 �40% of their original value after five years, especially in markets where Italian cars are highly regarded.

Comparisons with Competitors

•  BMW 3 �Series (E90/E92): The 159 TBI offers a more affordable price point while delivering comparable 

performance, though the BMW’s driver assistance features are more advanced.

•  Audi A4 (C5/C6): The A4 provides a more refined interior and a broader range of engine options, but the 159 

TBI’s Italian styling and turbocharged powertrain give it a distinct edge.

•  Mercedes �B Class: The B Class focuses on practicality and safety, whereas the 159 TBI excels in driving 

dynamics and aesthetic appeal.

Common Issues and Repairs

Engine Problems

Some owners report turbocharger wear after extended use, leading to a noticeable loss in power. Regular oil

changes and using high �quality synthetic oil can mitigate this issue. Additionally, the intercooler may develop leaks;

inspecting and replacing the intercooler housing during routine maintenance is advisable.

Electrical Issues

Electrical glitches, such as malfunctioning infotainment screens or faulty sensor readings, can occur in older 159

models. Replacing the vehicle’s ECU or updating firmware often resolves these problems. It’s recommended to use

a certified Alfa Romeo technician for any electrical repairs.

Buying Tips for the Alfa Romeo 159 TBI

1.  Check Service History: A well-documented maintenance record is crucial. Verify that oil changes, spark 

plugs, and filter replacements were performed on schedule.

2.  Inspect the Turbocharger: Look for signs of oil leakage or unusual noises. A professional inspection can 

confirm the turbo’s condition.

3.  Test Drive: Pay attention to the engine’s response, steering feel, and braking performance. Ensure there are 

no vibrations or rattles.

4.  Verify Safety Features: Confirm that all airbags, ABS, and electronic stability controls are functioning.

5.  Consider a Certified Pre �Owned Program: Purchasing from a dealership that offers a certified pre �owned 

(CPO) program can provide additional warranties and peace of mind.

Conclusion

The Alfa Romeo 159 TBI remains a compelling choice for those seeking an Italian �styled sedan that delivers both

performance and practicality. Its turbocharged engine, driver �focused interior, and sleek exterior design combine to

create an engaging driving experience. While the vehicle’s age may raise some concerns about maintenance and

parts availability, proper care and routine servicing can keep the 159 TBI running smoothly for many years.

Whether you’re looking for a daily commuter or a spirited weekend car, the Alfa Romeo 159 TBI offers a unique

blend of style, performance, and value that continues to resonate with automotive enthusiasts worldwide.
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