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Introduction

When you hear the name Airbus A320, the image of a sleek, modern jet soaring across the skies often comes to 

mind. For many commercial pilots, the A320 family—comprising the A319, A320, and A321—represents the 

pinnacle of efficiency, technology, and versatility. Obtaining a type rating for these aircraft is a critical milestone in a 

pilot’s career, unlocking opportunities with airlines worldwide. In this comprehensive guide, we explore everything 

from the fundamentals of type ratings to the unique training experience offered by Lindsky Aviation. Whether 

you’re a student pilot ready to take the next step or an experienced aviator looking to diversify your skill set, this 

article will equip you with the knowledge you need to navigate the path to an Airbus A320 type rating for the 

A319, A320, and A321.

Overview of the Airbus A320 Family

The Airbus A320 family has become the backbone of many airlines, thanks to its blend of performance, reliability,

and cost-effectiveness. Introduced in the late 1980s, the family has evolved through multiple generations, with the

latest A320neo and A321neo variants offering significant fuel savings and reduced emissions.

A319, A320, and A321: Key Differences

•  A319 – The smallest member, typically seating 124–156 passengers. It’s often used for short-haul routes and 

offers a slightly shorter fuselage than the A320.

•  A320 – The flagship model, seating 140–170 passengers. It’s the most common variant in the world, prized 

for its balance of capacity and range.

•  A321 – The largest, with a longer fuselage that can carry 185–236 passengers. It’s favored for high-density 

routes and long-haul flights when equipped with the “neo” engines.

Despite their differences, all three aircraft share a common flight deck layout and core systems, making cross-

qualification a logical and efficient career move.

What Is a Type Rating?

A type rating is a certification that demonstrates a pilot’s proficiency in operating a specific aircraft type. Unlike a

basic commercial pilot license, which covers general aircraft operation, a type rating focuses on the unique

systems, performance characteristics, and operational procedures of a particular aircraft.

Regulatory Requirements

Regulatory bodies such as the European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) and the Federal Aviation

Administration (FAA) set stringent criteria for type ratings. These include:

1.  Ground school covering aircraft systems, flight performance, and emergency procedures.

2.  Simulator training sessions that replicate real-world scenarios.

3.  A checkride conducted by a designated examiner, testing both written knowledge and hands �on flying skills.

Training Pathways

There are two primary pathways to obtain a type rating:



•  Ground School Only – A comprehensive classroom or online course covering all theoretical aspects.

•  Ground + Simulator – Combines classroom learning with high-fidelity simulator sessions to practice real-world 

scenarios.

Most professional pilots choose the combined approach to ensure they are fully prepared for the complexities of

modern airframes.

The Value of a Type Rating for Pilots

Securing a type rating opens doors to a wide range of career opportunities. Airlines value pilots who possess type

ratings for high-demand aircraft families, as it reduces onboarding time and training costs.

Career Opportunities

With an A320 family type rating, pilots can:

•  Fly for major airlines such as Lufthansa, British Airways, and Air France.

•  Operate regional carriers that use the A319 and A321 for short to medium routes.

•  Transition to charter or cargo operators that employ the A320 family.

Salary and Demand

Statistical data shows that pilots with A320 family type ratings earn, on average, 20–30% more than those without.

The demand for these aircraft continues to rise, especially as airlines look to replace older fleets with newer, more

efficient models.

Lindsky Aviation: A Trusted Training Partner

Lindsky Aviation has established itself as a premier provider of aviation training, offering a range of courses that

cater to both aspiring and seasoned pilots. With a focus on safety, innovation, and personalized instruction, Lindsky

Aviation has earned a reputation for producing highly qualified aviators.

Company Overview

Founded in 2005, Lindsky Aviation operates from multiple locations across Europe, boasting state-of-the-art

simulators and a fleet of training aircraft. Their mission is to empower pilots with the skills and knowledge required

to excel in the modern aviation industry.

Training Programs

Lindsky Aviation offers a spectrum of programs, including:

•  Basic Flight Training (BFT)

•  Private Pilot License (PPL)

•  Commercial Pilot License (CPL)

•  Airline Transport Pilot License (ATPL)

•  Type Ratings for the Airbus A320 family (A319, A320, A321)

Simulator Facilities

The training simulators at Lindsky Aviation are among the most advanced in Europe. Equipped with high-fidelity

graphics, realistic motion cues, and accurate systems, these simulators provide an immersive learning environment

that closely mirrors actual flight conditions.

Instructors and Curriculum



All instructors at Lindsky Aviation hold multi-crew experience and are certified by EASA or FAA. The curriculum is

meticulously designed to align with regulatory requirements, ensuring that students receive comprehensive

coverage of:

•  Aircraft systems and performance

•  Flight planning and navigation

•  Emergency procedures and abnormal flight handling

•  Regulatory and compliance knowledge

Success Stories

Over the past decade, Lindsky Aviation has trained more than 1,500 pilots, many of whom have gone on to secure

positions with top-tier airlines. Testimonials from alumni highlight the program’s blend of theoretical rigor and

practical application.

A320 Family Type Rating at Lindsky Aviation

For pilots seeking a comprehensive, industry-recognized type rating, Lindsky Aviation’s A320 family program

stands out. Below is an in �depth look at what the program entails.

Ground School Curriculum

The ground school component spans 20 days of intensive classroom instruction. Topics covered include:

•  Aircraft systems (electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic)

•  Flight performance and weight & balance calculations

•  Systems troubleshooting and fault isolation

•  Flight crew coordination and communication

•  Regulatory frameworks and safety management

Simulator Sessions

Students undergo a minimum of 30 flight hours in a full �flight Airbus A320 simulator. These sessions cover:

•  Normal flight operations across various phases (takeoff, cruise, landing)

•  Abnormal and emergency procedures

•  Cross �qualification between A319, A320, and A321

•  Real �time decision making and crew resource management

Checkride Preparation

Prior to the checkride, students receive tailored coaching to address any areas of weakness. The checkride itself

includes:

•  A written examination covering all theoretical aspects

•  A practical assessment conducted in the simulator, evaluating operational proficiency and safety compliance

Duration and Cost

Typical duration: 6–8 weeks (including ground school and simulator time). Cost: €12,000–€15,000, depending on

the package selected and any additional services (e.g., study materials, travel allowances).

Cross �Qualification: A319, A320, A321

One of the unique advantages of the Lindsky Aviation A320 family program is the opportunity to cross �qualify across

the A319, A320, and A321. This means a pilot can operate any of the three aircraft types without needing separate



training for each.

Advantages

•  Increased employability across a broader range of airlines.

•  Reduced training time and cost compared to separate type ratings.

•  Enhanced operational flexibility, especially for airlines that operate mixed fleets.

Process

The cross �qualification process involves additional simulator scenarios that highlight the differences in aircraft

performance, cockpit layout, and handling characteristics. These scenarios are integrated into the existing training

schedule, ensuring a seamless learning experience.

Tips for Aspiring Pilots

Embarking on a type rating journey can be both exciting and challenging. Here are some practical tips to help you

succeed
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