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Airbus A318 �A321 Flight Crew Training Manual (FCTM) – A Comprehensive 
Guide to Rapidshare Distribution

When airlines expand their fleets to include the Airbus A318, A319, A320, or A321, they face a common challenge: 

ensuring that pilots and cabin crew are fully prepared to operate each variant safely and efficiently. The Airbus 

A318 A319 A320 A321 Flight Crew Training Manual (FCTM) is the cornerstone of this preparation, offering a

detailed, aircraft �specific reference that covers systems, procedures, and best practices. In today’s fast �moving

aviation landscape, many operators rely on Rapidshare – a secure, cloud �based file �sharing platform – to distribute

these manuals quickly and reliably across global training centers.

This article explores the structure of the FCTM, its role in pilot certification, the benefits of Rapidshare distribution,

and how airlines can streamline compliance with regulatory authorities such as the FAA and EASA. Whether you’re

a flight instructor, a fleet manager, or an aviation enthusiast, this guide provides the insight you need to navigate

the complexities of crew training for the Airbus A320 family.

1. The Airbus A320 Family: A Quick Overview

1.1 From the A318 to the A321: Key Differences

The Airbus A320 family is renowned for its versatility, but each model has distinct characteristics that influence

training requirements. Below is a concise comparison:

•  A318: Shortest variant, typically used for regional routes. Features a reduced wing area and slightly lower 

maximum take �off weight.

•  A319: Slightly longer than the A318, with a higher passenger capacity and improved range.

•  A320: The “workhorse” of the family, widely used on short �to �medium haul routes. Its systems and procedures 

are the foundation for the A321.

•  A321: Longest variant, offering increased capacity and range. Shares many systems with the A320 but 

includes additional equipment such as extended fuel tanks and upgraded avionics.

Because the A318 �A321 share a common core of systems—fly �by �wire flight controls, fly �by �wire thrust management,

and a common cockpit layout—the FCTM can be organized into shared modules with variant �specific appendices.

This modular approach reduces duplication and simplifies updates.

1.2 Common Systems Across the Family

Airbus’s design philosophy emphasizes commonality, which translates into several shared training elements:

1.  Fly �by �wire flight controls: The flight envelope protection system (FIPS) ensures that pilots cannot exceed 

aerodynamic limits.

2.  Integrated electronic flight instrument system (EFIS): A single glass cockpit that displays flight data, engine 

parameters, and navigation information.

3.  Engine management: The CFM56 or IAE V2500 engines share similar thrust �management logic across all 

variants.



4.  Cabin safety systems: Oxygen masks, emergency evacuation slides, and fire suppression systems are 

standardized.

Understanding these shared systems allows flight crews to transfer knowledge seamlessly between aircraft types,

a concept that is central to the FCTM’s design.

2. The Flight Crew Training Manual (FCTM): Structure & Content

2.1 Core Sections of the FCTM

The FCTM is organized into several core sections, each targeting a specific aspect of flight operations. While the

exact layout can vary slightly between Airbus and individual airlines, the following structure is typical:

•  Introduction: Purpose, scope, and regulatory references.

•  Aircraft Overview: General characteristics, dimensions, and performance data.

•  Systems Description: Detailed explanations of avionics, hydraulics, electrical, and environmental systems.

•  Operating Procedures: Standard operating procedures (SOPs) for take �off, climb, cruise, descent, approach, 

and landing.

•  Emergency Procedures: Checklist for abnormal and emergency situations.

•  Flight Deck Management: Guidance on monitoring, workload management, and crew resource management 

(CRM).

•  Appendices: Variant �specific information, such as performance charts, weight & balance data, and special 

equipment.

Each section is meticulously written in plain language, supplemented with diagrams, tables, and step �by �step

checklists to aid comprehension.

2.2 Variants �Specific Appendices

While the core of the FCTM is shared, the appendices are tailored to each aircraft type:

1.  A318 Appendix: Reduced wing loading, specific fuel burn rates, and short �field procedures.

2.  A319 Appendix: Extended runway requirements, passenger capacity adjustments.

3.  A320 Appendix: Standard performance charts, typical operating limits.

4.  A321 Appendix: Extended fuel tank options, higher maximum take �off weight (MTOW) calculations.

These appendices allow instructors to focus on the nuances that differentiate each model, ensuring that pilots

master the specific operational parameters required for each variant.

3. Rapidshare: Revolutionizing FCTM Distribution

3.1 What is Rapidshare?

Rapidshare is a cloud �based file �sharing service that offers secure, high �speed distribution of large documents and

media files. For airlines, it provides an efficient way to deliver updated FCTMs to training centers worldwide,

ensuring that all flight crews have access to the latest procedures and safety information.

3.2 Advantages of Using Rapidshare for FCTM Distribution

•  Speed and Reliability: High bandwidth ensures that even large PDF or HTML files are downloaded quickly, 

reducing downtime for training programs.

•  Version Control: Each file upload is timestamped, and previous versions can be archived, simplifying 

compliance audits.

•  Security: End �to �end encryption protects sensitive information from unauthorized access.



•  Scalability: Airlines with multiple training hubs can distribute the same file simultaneously without bandwidth 

bottlenecks.

•  Audit Trail: Detailed logs of who accessed the manual and when support regulatory compliance.

3.3 Implementing Rapidshare in Your Training Workflow

To maximize the benefits of Rapidshare, airlines should follow these best practices:

1.  Centralized Repository: Store all FCTMs in a single, organized folder structure on Rapidshare. Use clear 

naming conventions (e.g., “A320_FCTM_v3.1.pdf”).

2.  Access Permissions: Assign role �based access, ensuring that only authorized instructors and crew members 

can view or download the manuals.

3.  Automated Notifications: Set up email alerts or in �app notifications to inform staff of new releases or updates.

4.  Offline Access: For remote training sites with limited connectivity, enable offline downloads that can be 

cached on local machines.

5.  Periodic Audits: Conduct quarterly reviews of file integrity and access logs to detect any anomalies.

By embedding Rapidshare into the training ecosystem, airlines can maintain a consistent, up �to �date knowledge

base across all regions.

4. Regulatory Compliance: Meeting FAA and EASA Standards

4.1 FAA Requirements for Flight Crew Training Manuals

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) mandates that flight crew training manuals:

•  Provide comprehensive coverage of aircraft systems and operational procedures.

•  Include emergency checklists that meet the FAA’s “Emergency Checklist” guidelines.

•  Be available in both electronic and hard �copy formats for flight crews.

•  Undergo periodic reviews and updates, with each revision documented and approved by the operator.

Airlines must also maintain a log of all training sessions, ensuring that each crew member has completed the

required hours and assessments.

4.2 EASA Guidance for Crew Training Manuals

Under the European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) regulations, the FCTM must:

•  Include a “Crew Resource Management” section that addresses communication, decision �making, and 

workload distribution.

•  Be available in the language of the crew’s operational region.

•  Be updated within a maximum of 12 months from the previous revision, unless a significant change occurs.

•  Include a “Change Log” that details the nature, date, and author of each modification.

Compliance with both FAA and EASA guidelines is essential for airlines that operate trans �Atlantic or international

flights.

4.3 Aligning Rapidshare with Regulatory Audits

Rapidshare’s audit trail features are invaluable during regulatory inspections. By providing evidence of:

•  When a new manual version was uploaded.

•  Which crew members accessed or downloaded the manual.

•  Any modifications made to the file (e.g., redactions, updates).

Operators can demonstrate adherence to both FAA and EASA requirements, reducing the risk of penalties and



ensuring a smooth audit process.

5. Training Methodology: From Classroom to Flight Simulator

5.1 Classroom Instruction: Building the Knowledge Base

Classroom sessions using the FCTM focus on:

1.  System Familiarization: Detailed walkthroughs of avionics, hydraulics, and electrical systems.

2.  Procedure Mastery: Step �by �step review of SOPs, using the manual’s checklists.

3.  Emergency Scenario Analysis: Role �playing exercises based on the emergency procedures.

4.  CRM Integration: Emphasis on teamwork, communication, and decision �making.

Instructors often use the manual’s diagrams and tables to illustrate complex concepts, ensuring that trainees grasp

the operational logic behind each procedure.

5.2 Flight Simulator Sessions: Applying Knowledge in Real �Time

Simulators provide a realistic environment where pilots can:

•  Practice normal and abnormal flight sequences.

•  Experience system failures and emergency procedures in a controlled setting.

•  Refine workload management during critical phases of flight.

•  Receive instant feedback from instructors based on the FCTM’s performance metrics.

The simulator’s data logging system can be cross �referenced with the FCTM to assess pilot compliance with SOPs

and identify areas for improvement.

5.3 Continuous Assessment & Certification

Airlines typically require:
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